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odney Joseph Lovejoy (R]) was born March 21, 1942, to Hal and Mildred
ovejoy on the ranch 17 miles south of Valentine, where he lived his entire life.
RJ’s ancestors were known to have outstanding quality in their Hereford cattle, and
he continued this tradition as a fourth-generation rancher.

His early introduction to showing cattle was with his sister Phyllis. 4-H and FFA
projects were selected from the family herd, which eventually began the estab-
lishment of R]J’s registered herd of Herefords.

J met Cherryl Steckel of Taylor at the 1962 Drybread Hereford Ranch field day,

one of the nation’ first, hosted by the Nebraska Hereford and American Here-
ford associations. That year the Nebraska Junior Hereford Association was formed
with RJ as the inaugural president and Cherryl as the secretary. They worked together
at Hereford events and meetings, which was the beginning of their romance that
culminated in their marriage in 1963.

J and Cherryl added to the family in 1963 with their son Chris and daughter

Jody in 1966. Chris and Jody continued their family tradition of exhibiting cattle
in 4-H and FFA. Family vacations were spent at state fairs, Ak-Sar-Ben and local and
national shows. R] was dedicated to the growth of youth and was an advisor to the
Nebraska Junior Hereford Association and was a 4-H leader in beef and horse projects
for local members. He was also an active member of the Jaycees.

In 1973, R] and Cherryl purchased the ranch, which was originally settled by Love-
joys in 1886, and were able to continue another generation on the land. Registered
and commercial cattle led to the structure of their cowherd program. Early pedigreed
females were purchased from neighbor Wilbur Drybread, Ed Belsky of Merriman
and Alfred Meeks of Taylor.

Herd sires were selected on performance and maternal traits that sired cattle that
raised the bar of the Hereford breed. R] believed in the importance of eye-
appealing bulls that would sire muscle, frame and structure. SH Advancer 565,
known as “Buck,” from Scott Holden of Montana, BLR Mont Domino 6127, known
as “Reno,” bred by Bright Brothers in California, 66 Mischief K13 and DH Piegan
Aster 10 from Derry Herefords were some of the bulls R] purchased. Exceptional
progeny were daughters of Buck, and the cross of Reno on Buck daughters proved to
be some of the best.

J’s untimely death in 1979 led to the dispersion of the cowherd and program in

June 1981. His family continues the Lovejoy legacy of raising premium livestock.

Chris and his wife Mary Beth raise bulls and ranch near Carter, South Dakota. Their

daughter Rachel lives in Hermosa. Jody and her husband, Bob Dexter, ranch com-

mercially on the original ranch. Their daughter Sydney lives and works on a neigh-

boring ranch. Their daughter Bailey, married to Gordon Needs, lives in Thedford.
Cherryl remains on the ranch and is retired.
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