
Nebraska’s Highway 83 corridor is a 65 mile road from Thedford north to Valentine, 
passing through the state’s prime ranch land. The route includes land of approximately 

10 miles on each side of the center. The road was paved in sections, beginning in the 40s and 
completed in 1954. It served as a primary outlet for the ranches to markets and sources of 
supplies. It was also the main route for veterinary services. During this time-period, practically 
all the herds were stocked with horned Herefords. Because of this concentration of Herefords, 
the name Hereford Alley was created. This predominance held true until the 60s when the 
advent of the continental breeds and Angus became a force in crossbreeding.

Marketing of their cattle was a primary concern in the ranchers’ operations. How this 
was accomplished depended on whether or not the cattle were registered or grade. In 

Hereford Alley during this time period there were ten registered herds. The list started with 
Hardy Brothers, Faulhaber, Neal Keller, Harold Harms, Brown (Fairway), Drybread (bought 
the McKelvie Ranch (By The Way) in 1953 and had first sale in 1954), Lovejoy and later 
Hughes, Imig, Beyea, Stephens (KEG Herefords) and Hoffman. Some such as Hardy, Faulhaber, 
Keller, Brown, Imig and Hughes had production sales and the others sold privately or at 
consignment sales.

Most important were the herds that produced the feeder cattle that made the Hereford 
breed famous. The author provided veterinary service to all these herds for 30 years. 

The list moves northward from Thedford to Valentine. The breeders: Ralph Baker, Hamilton, 
Nutter, Hardy Eatinger, Loudon, Box T, Hanna ranches (Don and Bob), Lee ranches (Marion, 
Forrest, Jim), Reiser ranches (Ted, Homer, Paul), Miles, Pound, Richardson, Clark, Higgins 
Brothers, Johnston, McLeod, Keys, Pearson, Sherman, Colburn, Strong, G.C. Young, P.H. 
Young, McGinley (Red Deer), Buck (Rolling Stone), McKelvie (former Nebraska governor), 
Beels, Baker, Churchill, Ebe, Ormesher, and Tetherow. Apology if some names have been lost 
in memory.

	 							       — Dr. Lance Jones, D.V.M.
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