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ne of the largest events during much of the third quarter of Chadron’s
history was the Chadron Hereford Show. During its heyday, it attracted
scores of cattlemen and their livestock from a broad expanse of the Midwest as the
community rolled out the red carpet for the annual fall event. Some observers felt it 3 o
was the largest activity Chadron had during much of the 1930’s and 40’ e " e o NN RS et
he show was started in 1930 and lasted through 1954. Chadron was a natural
setting for such an event, since the surrounding countryside was well stocked
with registered Hereford establishments. Although perhaps never proven, it was
often quoted during the late 1940's that there were more registered Hereford herds
within a 100-mile radius of Chadron than in any other community in the nation. For
a number of years during this period, the Chadron Chamber of Commerce used a
picture of a Hereford bull as its symbol.
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hadron Hereford Show

Credil for starting the show is usually given to E. P. Wilson, a history professor

at Chadron State College and the man for whom Wilson Park in Chadron is
named. A pair of early Dawes County extension agents were also reported to be
instrumental in organizing the event. They were Fred Taylor and Henry Biedermann,
who served as judges at the first show. Reports in old Chadron newspapers indicate
that the judging often attracted over 1,000 spectators.

me its modest beginnings, the show grew rapidly. While the initial show drew
just thirty-eight head, eighty-three entries were received in 1935. Four years later,
the figures passed the one-hundred mark for the first time. In 1941, there were 196,
over fifty more than in any previous year. The largest show of breeding cattle was
apparently in 1950, when there were 253 white faced animals from over forty herds
on display. However, in 1947, a total of 325 animals were on the grounds, including
seventy-one 4-H and FFA animals and a large number of range bulls that were
shown in pen-competition outdoors.

An event promising fo surpass any held previously-—

hile no one herd dominated the Hereford show during its twenty-four year The 1947
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history, several were in the spotlight time and time again. These included: By
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The Way Ranch, owned by Sam McKelvie of Valentine, governor of Nebraska, 1919- |
23; Hubert Forney of Lakeside; V. C. Kennedy of Harrison; Ed Belsky of Merriman; | H Domino Lad C14 erhaps the most legendary Hereford
Walter Scott and Sons of Chadron; and Clyde Buffington and B. E. Marshall and sons ‘ s h oW a Ild A" ct ion Si,:_, i:l ;;‘,:h w‘.“‘::hp;sk:pju,i;: u‘,i zﬁncemr;m:“
of Crawford. I
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purchased from the TO Ranch in Raton, N. M. by V. C. Kennedy
CHADRON, NEBRASKA of Harrison and the Buffington Hereford Ranch of Crawford for

OCTOBER 30-31 Koy R maanabox

Show 10:00 A. M. Thursday,  Sale 10:00 A. M., Friday,
Oclober 31

The auctioneers who cried the sales that accompanied the shows also were among ]
the world’s best. Colonel Art Thompson of Lincoln handled most of them and in
the later years, his protege, Colonel Charles Corkle of Norfolk, rapped the gavel.

he economic conditions in the 1950’ probably led to the demise of the Chadron | e ,__:'.:.: ks ol T R e e
Hereford Show as much as anything. Just fifteen exhibitors, only a third | porp bRl 2::;‘:“:"’.’.:’..5 o
the number of just the year before, entered the ‘54 event. The ranchers found it e e L T T
uneconomical to fatten their cattle to show ring specifications. Dwarfism also crept 125 Choice Bulls and Heifers
into the Hereford business in the early 1950's. I o Bl g b, G ot s o b
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Based on an article by Con hall of Chadron, Nebraska, who has chronicled much of the |
Hereford history of Northwest Nebraska.

Sale of 4-H Steers ot 10:00 A M.
Aschion of Breeding Cattle ot 11:00 A M.
A. W. Thompson, Auctioncer Sherman Wheeler, Judge
For cotalog and farther information sdéress oithec
Marry Kuska, Secretary or Charles Corkle, Sales
Chodron, - Nerfolk, Nebraska

DOMINO REAL, sire of the Winning Hereford Get-of-Sire at
P~ OCTORER. 1507 = the Chadron Show, Chadron, Nebr. Owned by William Hern,
Chadron, Nebr.

¢ d champion at the final Chadron
, was shown by Benton Marsh %}

This large painting done by Jack Samp Jr., of Alliance, features two Hereford bulls whose offspring were among the winners
at the Chadron Hereford show for many years. On the left is Battle Mischief 7 and on the right is Pioneer. Both sires were owned
by Ed Belsky, whose Pioneer Hereford Ranch near Merriman was a consistent winer at the show. Battle Mischiefs and the clos
related Evan Mischiefs as well as Pioneer Shadows were among the most popular bloodline in the Hereford

business for many years.




